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given by animal drivers to merchandise tinder their pro-
tection, even to the point frequently of risking their own
lives. Immense quantities of cereals, tobacco, potatoes,
hides and wool are transported by arabas.
The typical camels belong to a well known species of
dromedary, raised and tended by the Yuruks—nomadic
peoples of Anatolia. To train camels is not an easy
task, since it generally requires two to three years to
teach them to kneel. They are broken to loads at three
years of age, but they can do their maximum work when
they are from five to twenty years old. Their average
length of life is twenty-five years. The ordinary caravan
consists of seven camels, the maximum that can be rea-
sonably intrusted to a single driver. It is, however, not
unusual to witness a line of a hundred camels, led by the
one small donkey. In certain parts of Asia Minor,
camels will presumably always have a use because of
their general adaptability and their low cost of main-
tenance: the average working cost of a camel before
the war amounted to approximately fifty cents a day.
The camel is far less common in Turkey than in Arab
lands.
In mountainous districts, camels, mules, oxen, and
horses are used. On the famous road from Erzerum to
Trebizond, a distance of 205 miles, the journey generally
requires between twelve and fifteen days, at a cost of
from 250 to 400 piastres per 200 kilos (approximately
twenty-five to forty cents per lb.). On this great caravan
route there are sometimes as many as a thousand loaded
camels in a single train. Banse ("Die Tiirkei," p. 207)
writes in 1916, that 50,000 laden camels pass annually
through Erzerum.
Thus far in the chapter emphasis has been given chiefly
to means of communication still employed that were in
use for many centuries. There remains to describe the
newer agencies of communication, viz., the railway, the

